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Foreword 


The  material  herein  presented  constitutes  a codification  of  Pennsylvania  statutes  relating 
to  civil  defense.  It  has  been  specially  prepared  for  the  convenience  and  use  of  governmental  offi- 
cials directly  concerned  with  civil  defense. 

The  primary  Pennsylvania  statutes  relating  to  civil  defense  are  eight  in  number,  including 
one  basic  and  seven  supporting  acts.  Each  is  briefly  described  immediately  below. 

The  basic  statute  is  the  Act  of  March  19,  1951,  P.L.  28,  as  amended.  Legally  known  as 
the  “State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  Act  of  1951,’’  this  law  authorizes  and  provides  for  the  estab- 
lishment and  operation  of  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense,  as  well  as  county  and  local  civil  de- 
fense organizations.  The  statute  currently  is  in  full  force  and  effect. 

The  first  supporting  statute  is  the  Act  of  April  13,  1942,  P.L.  37,  as  amended.  Legally 
known  as  the  “Air  Raid  Precautions  Act,”  this  law  grants  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense,  as 
well  as  county  and  local  civil  defense  organizations,  added  emergency  powers  required  for  the  ef- 
fective conduct  of  actual  wartime  operations.  This  particular  statute  is  effective  only  during  the 
existence  of  a state  of  war  between  the  United  States  and  a foreign  country. 

The  second  supporting  statute  is  the  Act  of  March  19,  1951,  P.L.  42.  This  currently  effec- 
tive legislation  relates  primarily  to  the  appropriation  and  expenditure  of  public  funds  for  civil  de- 
fense purposes. 

The  third  supporting  statute  is  the  Act  of  March  19,  1951,  P.L.  47.  This  also  currently  ef- 
fective legislation  authorizes  the  Commonwealth  to  enter  into  Interstate  Civil  Defense  and  Dis- 
aster Compacts,  providing  for  mutual  emergency  aid  between  Pennsylvania  and  other  States. 

The  fourth  supporting  statute  is  the  Act  of  July  28,  1959,  P.L.  579.  This  also  currently  ef- 
fective legislation  authorizes  political  subdivisions  of  the  Commonwealth  to  establish  temporary 
emergency  locations  for  their  seats  of  government. 

The  fifth  supporting  statute  is  the  Act  of  October  23,  1959,  P.L.  1365.  Known  as  the 
“Emergency  Interim  Legislative  Succession  Act,”  this  also  currently  effective  legislation  pro- 
vides for  the  continued  and  orderly  functioning  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth 
under  attack  conditions. 

The  sixth  supporting  statute  is  the  Act  of  October  23,  1959,  P.L.  1369.  Known  as  the 
“Emergency  Interim  Executive  and  Judicial  Succession  Act  of  1959,”  this  also  currently  effective 
legislation  provides  for  the  continued  and  orderly  functioningof  the  executive  and  judicial  branches 
of  government,  State,  county  and  local,  under  attack  conditions. 

The  seventh  supporting  statute  is  the  Act  of  October  23,  1959,  P.L.  1373.  This  also  cur- 
rently effective  legislation  authorizes  the  establishment  of  a temporary  emergency  location,  or  lo- 
cations, for  the  seat  of  Commonwealth  Government. 

Each  of  the  above  described  statutes,  incorporating  therein  all  amendments  enacted  prior 
to  January  1,  1962,  is  set  forth  on  the  pages  immediately  following. 
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A CODIFICATION  OF 
PENNSYLVANIA  STATUTES 
RELATING  TO  CIVIL  DEFENSE 

(Including  Laws  of  1961) 


The  Act  of  March  19,  1951,  P.L.  28 

(As  amended  by  the  Acts  of  July  29,  1953, 
P.L.  1027,  September3,  1955,  P.L.  553,  March 
19,  1956,  P.L.  1301,  and  December  15,  1959, 
P.L.  1769) 


AN  ACT 

Relating  to  the  civil  defense  of  this  State  and  its  coordination  with  national  defense;  providing  for 
the  establishment  of  a State  Council  of  Civil  Defense,  local  and  district  councils  of  civil 
defense,  Mobile  Support  Units;  prescribing  the  powers,  duties  and  immunities  thereof  and  of 
their  personnel;  authorizing  mutual  aid  compacts,  and  providing  penalties. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  hereby  enacts  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Short  Title. — This  act  shall  be  known  and  may  be  cited  as  the  “State  Council 
of  Civil  Defense  Act  of  1951.” 

Section  2.  Establishment  of  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense. — The  Governor  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  empowered  in  time  of  emergency  or  public  need  in  the  nation  or  the  State  to  create,  by 
proclamation,  a State  Council  of  Civil  Defense,  hereinafter  designated  as  the  “Council,”  for  the 
general  purpose  of  assisting  in  the  coordination  of  the  State  and  local  activities  related  to  national 
and  State  civil  defense  and  natural  disasters.  Whenever  he  deems  it  expedient,  the  Governor  may, 
by  proclamation,  dissolve  or  suspend  such  Council  or  reestablish  it  after  any  such  dissolution  or 
suspension. 

Section  3.  Organization  of  Council. — (a)  The  Council  shall  consist  of  the  Governor,  ex 
officio,  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  the  Adjutant  General,  the  Secretary  of  Health,  the  Auditor  Gen- 
eral, the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  President 
Pro  Tempore  of  the  Senate,  the  Minority  Leader  of  the  Senate,  the  Minority  Leader  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  their  respective  successors  in  office,  and  four  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor.  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  President  Pro  Tempore 
of  the  Senate,  the  Minority  Leader  of  the  Senate  and  the  Minority  Leader  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives may  authorize  a member  of  their  respective  branches  of  the  General  Assembly  to  serve  in  their 
stead  on  said  Council.  The  Council  shall  elect  a chairman  from  the  membership  and  five  members 
of  the  Council  shall  constitute  a quorum.  The  terms  of  the  members  appointed  by  the  Governor 
shall  expire  with  the  terms  of  the  Governor  appointing  them. 
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(b)  The  Council  may  employ  a Director  of  Civil  Defense  and  such  technical,  clerical,  steno- 
graphic and  other  personnel,  fix  their  compensation  and  may  make  such  expenditures  within  the 
appropriation  therefor  or  other  funds  made  available  to  it  as  are  necessary  to  carry  out  the  purposes 
of  this  act. 

(c)  The  members  of  the  Council  shall  serve  without  compensation  but  may  be  reimbursed  for 
their  actual  and  necessary  traveling  and  other  expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  attendance 
upon  meetings  of  the  Council. 

(d)  The  Council  shall  be  provided  with  appropriate  office  space,  furniture,  equipment,  sup- 
plies, stationery  and  printing  in  the  same  manner  as  other  State  agencies  are  supplied. 

(e)  The  Council  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  The  Administrative  Code  of  1929,  the 
act  of  April  ninth,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  twenty-nine,  Pamphlet  Laws  177,  as  amended,  except 
as  in  this  act  otherwise  provided. 

Section  4.  Powers  and  Duties. — The  Council  shall  have  the  following  powers  and  duties: 

(a)  To  prepare  a comprehensive  plan  and  program  for  the  civil  defense  of  this  Common- 
wealth, such  plan  and  program  to  be  integrated  into  and  coordinated  with  the  civil  defense  plans  of 
the  Federal  Government  and  of  other  States  to  the  fullest  possible  extent,  and  to  coordinate  the 
preparation  of  plans  and  programs  for  civil  defense  by  the  political  subdivisions  of  this  State,  such 
plans  and  programs  to  be  integrated  into  and  coordinated  with  the  civil  defense  plan  and  program 
of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  fullest  possible  extent; 

(b)  To  cooperate  with  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration  or  with  any  other  similar 
Federal  Civil  Defense  agencies  hereafter  created  and  with  any  departments  or  other  Federal 
agencies  engaged  in  civil  defense  activities; 

(c)  To  supervise  and  direct  investigations  and  report  to  the  Governor  with  recommendations 
for  legislation  or  other  appropriate  action  as  deemed  necessary  in  connection  with  the  purposes  of 
this  act; 

(d)  To  create  committees  either  within  or  without  its  membership  to  aid  it  in  the  discharge 
of  its  powers  and  duties; 

(e)  To  require  and  direct  the  cooperation  and  assistance  of  State  and  local  governmental 
agencies  and  officials; 

(f)  To  do  all  acts  and  things  not  inconsistent  with  law  for  the  furtherance  of  civil  defense 
activities; 

(g)  To  undertake,  supervise  or  direct  the  making  of  studies  and  surveys  of  all  activities, 
matters  and  things  which  are  or  may  be  related  to  civil  defense,  but  not  limited  to  the  nature,  ex- 
tent, location  and  availability  for  use  within  the  State  of  industrial  materials  and  facilities,  pro- 
duction and  manufacturing  facilities,  transportation  facilities,  agriculture,  food  and  water  supply 
and  land  use,  labor  supply  and  training,  labor  relations  and  human  resources,  professions,  trades 
and  skills,  housing  and  related  facilities,  hospitals,  clinics  and  other  health  and  sanitation  fa- 
cilities, educational  facilities,  recreational  areas  and  facilities,  consumers  and  consumer  protec- 
tion, welfare,  finance,  mobilization  and  coordination  of  the  police,  firefighting,  health,  medical 
and  welfare  forces  of  the  State,  for  the  protection  of  the  people  against  air  raid  shelling  or  other 
enemy  action,  fire,  flood,  famine,  violence,  riot,  insurrection,  disaster,  the  protection  of  civil 
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liberties  and  maintenance  of  law  and  order,  and  any  and  all  other  subjects  and  matters  deemed  by 
the  Council  to  be  relevant  or  germane  to  civil  defense; 

(h)  To  cooperate  with  agencies  established  by  or  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  the  several  states 
to  promote  civil  defense,  and  to  cooperate  with  and  coordinate  the  work  and  activities  of  all  local 
Councils  of  the  State  and  of  all  other  agencies  having  substantially  similar  objects  and  purposes; 

(i)  To  create  or  designate  agencies  of  the  Council  to  aid  and  assist  under  this  act  and  to 
grant  authority  to  such  agencies  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  effective  accomplishment  of 
any  of  its  functions,  powers  and  duties; 

(j)  To  adopt,  promulgate  and  enforce  rules  and  orders  not  inconsistent  with  rules  or  orders 
of  the  United  States  Army  or  Navy  or  of  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration  with  respect  to 
the  organization,  recruiting,  training,  maintenance  and  operation  of  aircraft  warning  services,  ob- 
servation and  listening  posts,  information  and  control  centers,  and  such  other  services  and  fa- 
cilities as  may  be  necessary  for  the  prompt  reception  and  transmission  of  air  raid  warnings  and 
signals; 

(k)  To  prescribe  and  direct  activities  to  the  extent  related  to  civil  defense  in  connection 
with  but  not  limited  to  the  following:  Salvage  and  prevention  of  waste  of  strategic  materials,  con- 
servation of  transportation  facilities,  training  and  supply  of  labor,  utilization  of  industrial  plants, 
health  and  medical  care,  nutrition,  housing,  including  the  use  of  existing  public  and  private  facili- 
ties, rehabilitation,  education,  welfare,  childcare,  recreation  for  industrial  workers  and  members 
of  the  armed  forces,  and  other  civilian  programs  in  furtherance  of  civil  defense; 

(l)  To  take  appropriate  action  in  the  event  of  earthquake,  hurricane,  flood,  fire,  explosion  or 
other  natural  disaster  or  catastrophe  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property; 

(m)  To  accept  and  coordinate  assistance  provided  by  Federal  agencies  in  major  disasters  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Public  Law  875,  Eighty-first  Congress,  approved  September 
thirty,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  fifty,  42  U.  S.  C.  1855ff,  or  any  amendment,  or  reenactment 
thereof; 

(n)  To  promulgate,  adopt  and  enforce  such  rules,  regulations  and  orders  relating  to  the  pro- 
tection of  life  and  property  and  to  the  maintenance  of  health  and  safety  as  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act.  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  shall  cause  such 
rules,  regulations  and  orders  to  be  published  and  disseminated  in  the  Commonwealth  in  such  man- 
ner and  to  such  extent  as  it  shall  deem  necessary  and  advisable; 

(o)  To  take  appropriate  action  under  the  direction  of  such  person  as  the  Governor  may 
designate  acting  for  the  Council  in  the  event  of  any  unusual  danger  or  disaster  caused  by,  con- 
nected with,  resulting  from,  or  incidental  to  atomic  energy  operations  or  the  transportation,  han- 
dling, use,  storage  or  disposal  of  radioactive  objects  or  materials:  Provided,  That  any  such  action 
taken  and  any  regulations  adopted  by  the  Council  shall  be  inapplicable  to  any  objects  or  materials 
possessing  a radiation-producing  capacity  less  than  that  set  forth  as  the  maximum  safety  limit  by 
the  standards  endorsed  and  as  may  be  subsequently  endorsed  by  the  United  States  Atomic  Energy 
Commission  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property  and  the  maintenance  of  health  and  safety. 

Section  5.  Mobile  Support  Units. — (a)  The  Council  is  authorized  to  create  and  establish 
such  number  of  Mobile  Support  Units  as  may  be  necessary  to  reinforce  civil  defense  organizations 
in  stricken  areas  and,  with  due  consideration  of  the  plans  of  the  Federal  Government  and  all  other 
states,  to  appoint  a Commander  for  each  Mobile  Support  Unit  who  shall  have  primary  responsibility 
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for  the  organization,  administration  and  operation  of  such  support  unit.  Mobile  Support  Units  shall 
be  called  to  duty  upon  orders  of  the  Governor  and  shall  perform  their  functions  in  any  part  of  the 
State  or,  upon  the  conditions  specified  in  this  section,  in  other  states. 

All  personnel  of  Mobile  Support  Units  shall,  while  on  duty,  be  subject  to  the  operational 
control  of  the  authority  in  charge  of  civil  defense  activities  in  the  area  in  which  they  are  serving 
and  shall  be  reimbursed  for  all  actual  and  necessary  travel  and  subsistence  expenses. 

(b)  All  personnel  of  Mobile  Support  Units  shall  be  regarded  as  employes  of  the  State  for  all 
the  purposes  of  the  Pennsylvania  Workmen’s  Compensation  Act,  as  last  reenacted  and  amended  by 
the  act,  approved  the  twenty-first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  thirty-nine  (Pamphlet 
Laws  520),  and  its  subsequent  amendments,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  compensation  in  case 
of  injuries  received  while  actually  engaged  as  members  of  a Mobile  Support  Unit  in  performing  any 
duty  provided  for  by  this  act  or  while  going  to  or  coming  from  the  performance  of  any  such  duties. 
The  State  as  employer  shall  in  all  such  cases  be  deemed  to  have  knowledge  of  all  other  employ- 
ment of  all  such  members,  including  self-employment,  and  shall  be  liable  for  compensation  on  ac- 
count of  all  wages  and  earnings  resulting  therefrom.  In  all  cases  where  an  injury  compensable 
hereunder  is  received  by  a member  of  a Mobile  Support  Unit  who  is  in  whole  or  in  part  a self- 
employer and  loss  of  earnings  results  therefrom,  such  earnings  shall  be  regarded  as  wages.  The 
average  weekly  wage  as  so  regarded  shall  be  that  most  favorable  to  the  employe,  computed  by  di- 
viding by  thirteen  the  total  earnings  of  the  employe  in  the  first,  second,  third  or  fourth  period  of 
thirteen  consecutive  calendar  weeks  in  the  fifty-two  weeks  immediately  preceding  the  accident. 

(c)  The  State  shall  reimburse  a political  subdivision  for  the  actual  and  necessary  travel, 
subsistence  and  maintenance  expenses  of  employes  of  such  political  subdivision  while  serving  as 
members  of  a Mobile  Support  Unit  and  for  all  payments  for  death,  disability  or  injury  of  such  em- 
ployes incurred  in  the  course  of  such  duty  and  for  all  losses  of  or  damage  to  supplies  and  equip- 
ment of  such  political  subdivision  resulting  from  the  operation  of  such  Mobile  Support  Unit. 

Section  6.  Utilization  of  Existing  Services  and  Facilities. — In  order  to  avoid  duplication 
of  services  and  facilities,  the  Council  and  the  local  and  district  councils  of  civil  defense  estab- 
lished under  the  authority  of  this  act  are  directed  to  utilize  the  services  and  facilities  of  existing 
officers,  offices,  departments,  commissions,  boards,  bureaus,  institutions  and  other  agencies 
of  the  Commonwealth  and  of  the  political  subdivisions  thereof.  All  such  officers  and  agencies 
shall  cooperate  with  and  extend  their  services  and  facilities  to  the  Council  and  to  the  local  and 
district  councils  of  civil  defense  as  they  shall  request. 

Section  7.  Local  Organizations  for  Civil  Defense. — Each  political  subdivision  of  this 
State  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  establish  a local  organization  for  civil  defense  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  State  Civil  Defense  plan  and  program.  Each  local  organization  for  civil  defense 
shall  have  a Director  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
executive  officer  or  governing  body  of  the  political  subdivision.  The  Director  shall  be  responsible 
for  the  organization,  administration  and  operation  of  such  local  organization  for  civil  defense,  sub- 
ject to  the  direction  and  control  of  such  executive  officer  or  governing  body. 

Upon  the  failure  of  the  executive  officer  or  governing  body  of  a political  subdivision  to 
make  a recommendation  to  the  Governor  of  a person  for  Director  within  the  time  fixed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, the  Governor  is  authorized  to  appoint  a Director  without  any  recommendation.  Each  local 
organization  for  civil  defense  shall  perform  civil  defense  functions  within  the  territorial  limits  of 
the  political  subdivision  within  which  it  is  organized  and,  in  addition,  shall  conduct  such  func- 
tions outside  of  such  territorial  limits  as  may  be  required  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  Section  8 
of  this  act. 
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In  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  act.  each  political  subdivision  shall  have  the  power 
to  enter  into  contracts  and  incur  obligations  necessary  to  combat  such  disaster,  protecting  the 
health  and  safety  of  persons  and  property,  and  providing  emergency  assistance  to  the  victims  of 
such  disaster.  Each  political  subdivision  is  authorized,  in  the  event  of  an  extreme  emergency  as 
proclaimed  by  the  Governor  for  the  entire  State  or  one  or  more  political  subdivisions,  to  exercise 
the  powers  vested  under  this  section  in  the  light  of  the  exigencies  of  the  extreme  emergency  situ- 
ation, without  regard  to  time-consuming  procedures  and  formalities  prescribed  by  law  (excepting 
mandatory  constitutional  requirements)  pertaining  to  the  performance  of  public  work,  entering  into 
contracts,  the  incurring  of  obligations,  the  employment  of  temporary  w'orkers,  the  rental  of  equip- 
ment, the  purchase  of  supplies  and  materials,  the  levying  of  taxes,  and  the  appropriation  and  ex- 
penditure of  public  funds.  The  proclamation  or  proclamations  herein  referred  to  shall  be  in  addi- 
tion to  the  proclamation  mentioned  in  Section  2 of  this  act. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  local  council  of  civil  defense  to  execute  and  enforce  such 
rules  and  orders  as  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  shall  adopt  and  promulgate  under  the 
authority  of  this  act.  Each  local  council  of  civil  defense  shall  have  available  for  inspection  at 
its  office  all  rules  and  orders  adopted  by  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense. 

Section  8.  District  Councils  of  Civil  Defense. — In  cooperation  with  local  officials,  the 
Council  is  authorized  to  establish  district  councils  of  civil  defense  in  critical  areas  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  special  importance  in  defense  activities.  Such  district  councils  shall  act  as  co- 
ordinating agencies  under  the  supervision  and  direction  of  the  Council  and  in  cooperation  with 
local  governmental  agencies. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  district  council  of  civil  defense  to  execute  and  enforce  such 
rules  and  orders  as  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  shall  adopt  and  promulgate  under  the 
authority  of  this  act.  Each  district  council  of  civil  defense  shall  have  available  for  inspection  at 
its  office  all  rules  and  orders  adopted  by  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense. 

Section  9.  Authority  to  Accept  Services,  Gifts,  Grants  and  Loans. — (a)  Whenever  the 
Federal  Government  or  any  agency  or  officer  thereof  shall  offer  to  the  State,  or  through  the  State 
to  any  political  subdivision  thereof,  services,  equipment,  supplies,  materials  or  funds  by  way  of 
gift,  grant  or  loan  for  purposes  of  civil  defense,  the  State  acting  through  the  Governor,  or  such 
political  subdivision  acting  with  the  consent  of  the  Governor  and  through  its  executive  officer  or 
governing  body,  may  accept  such  offer,  and  upon  such  acceptance  the  Governor  of  the  State  or 
executive  officer  or  governing  body  of  such  political  subdivision  may  authorize  any  officer  of  the 
State  or  of  the  political  subdivision,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  receive  such  services,  equipment, 
supplies,  materials  or  funds  on  behalf  of  the  State  or  such  political  subdivision  and  subject  to  the 
terms  of  the  offer  and  the  rules  and  regulations,  if  any,  of  the  agency  making  the  offer. 

(b)  Whenever  any  person,  firm  or  corporation  shall  offer  to  the  State  or  to  any  political  sub- 
division thereof,  services,  equipment,  supplies,  materials  or  funds  by  way  of  gift,  grant  or  loan 
for  the  purposes  of  civil  defense,  the  State  acting  through  the  Governor,  or  such  political  sub- 
division acting  through  its  executive  officer  or  governing  body,  may  accept  such  offer,  and  upon 
such  acceptance  the  Governor  of  the  State  or  executive  officer  or  governing  body  of  such  political 
subdivision  may  authorize  any  officer  of  the  State  or  of  the  political  subdivision,  as  the  case  may 
be,  to  receive  such  services,  equipment,  supplies,  materials  or  funds  on  behalf  of  the  State  or 
such  political  subdivision  and  subject  to  the  terms  of  the  offer. 

(c)  All  equipment,  supplies  and  materials  referred  to  in  (a)  and  (b)  hereof  shall,  when  ac- 
cepted by  the  Commonwealth,  be  treated  as  the  property  of  the  State  and  shall  be  subject  to  the 
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relevant  provisions  of  The  Administrative  Code  of  1929,  unless  the  General  Assembly  shall  other- 
wise direct. 

Section  10.  Mutual  Aid  Arrangements. — (a)  The  Director  of  each  local  organization  for 
civil  defense  may  in  collaboration  with  other  public  and  private  agencies  within  this  State  and  in 
accordance  with  the  authority  conferred  upon  the  State  by  the  “Federal  Civil  Defense  Act  of  1950” 
(Public  Law  920,  Eighty-first  Congress,  2d  Session,  approved  January  12,  1951),  develop  or  cause 
to  be  developed  mutual  aid  arrangements  for  reciprocal  civil  defense  aid  and  assistance  in  case 
of  disaster  too  great  to  be  dealt  with  unassisted.  Such  arrangements  shall  be  consistent  with  the 
State  Civil  Defense  plan  and  program,  and  in  time  of  emergency  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  local 
organization  for  civil  defense  to  render  assistance  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  such 
mutual  aid  arrangements. 

(b)  The  Director  of  each  local  organization  for  civil  defense  may,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Governor,  enter  into  mutual  aid  arrangements  with  civil  defense  agencies  or  organizations 
in  other  states  for  reciprocal  civil  defense  aid  and  assistance. 

Section  11.  Immunity. — Neither  the  State  nor  any  political  subdivision  thereof  nor  other 
agencies  nor,  except  in  cases  of  wilful  misconduct,  the  agents,  employes  or  representatives  of 
any  of  them  engaged  in  any  civil  defense  activities,  while  complying  with  or  attempting  to  comply 
with  this  act  or  any  rule  or  regulation  promulgated  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be 
liable  for  the  death  of  or  any  injury  to  persons  or  damage  to  property  as  a result  of  such  activity. 
The  provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  affect  the  right  of  any  person  to  receive  benefits  to  which 
he  would  otherwise  be  entitled  under  this  act  or  under  the  Workmen’s  Compensation  Law  or  under 
any  pension  law,  nor  the  right  of  any  such  person  to  receive  any  benefits  or  compensation  under 
any  act  of  Congress. 

Any  person  owning  or  controlling  real  estate  or  other  premises,  who  voluntarily  and  without 
compensation  grants  a license  or  privilege  or  otherwise  permits  the  designation  or  use  of  the 
whole  or  any  part  or  parts  of  such  real  estate  or  premises  for  any  civil  defense  purpose,  shall,  to- 
gether with  his  successors  in  interest,  if  any,  not  be  civilly  liable  for  negligently  causing  the 
death  or  injury  or  loss  or  damage  of  the  property  of  any  person  who  shall  be  upon  such  real  estate 
or  other  premises  for  any  such  purpose. 

Section  12.  Civil  Defense  Personnel. — No  person  shall  be  employed  or  associated  in  any 
capacity  in  any  civil  defense  organization  established  under  this  act  who  advocates  or  has  advo- 
cated a change  by  force  or  violence  in  the  constitutional  form  of  government  of  the  United  States 
or  in  this  State,  or  the  overthrow  of  any  government  in  the  United  States -by  force  or  violence,  or 
who  has  been  convicted  of  or  is  under  indictment  or  information  charging  any  subversive  act 
against  the  United  States.  Each  person  who  is  appointed  to  serve  in  an  organization  for  civil  de- 
fense shall,  before  entering  upon  his  duties,  take  an  oath  in  writing  before  a person  authorized  to 
administer  oaths  in  this  State,  which  oath  shall  be  substantially  as  follows: 

“I,  , do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I will  support  and  defend  the 

Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  against  all 
enemies,  foreign  and  domestic;  that  I will  bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  same;  that  I take 
this  obligation  freely  without  any  mental  reservation  or  purpose  of  evasion  and  that  I will  well  and 
faithfully  discharge  the  duties  upon  which  I am  about  to  enter; 

“And  I do  further  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I do  not  advocate  nor  am  I a member  or  an  affiliate 
of  any  organization,  group  or  combination  of  persons  that  advocates  the  overthrow  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  or  of  this  State  by  force  or  violence,  and  that  during  such  time  as  I am  a 
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member  of  the  (name  of  civil  defense  organization)  I will  not  advocate  nor  become  a member  nor  an 
affiliate  of  any  organization,  group  or  combination  of  persons  that  advocates  the  overthrow  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  State  by  force  or  violence.” 

Section  12.1.  Compensation  for  Accidental  Injury. — All  duly  enrolled  civil  defense  volun- 
teers who  are  not  eligible  to  receive  benefits  under  the  Workmen’s  Compensation  Law  shall  be  en- 
titled, except  during  a state  of  war  or  period  of  armed  conflict  within  the  continental  limits  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  following  benefits  relating  to  injuries  sustained  while  actually  engaged  in 
civil  defense  or  disaster  training  activities  or  in  or  en  route  to  and  from  civil  defense  or  disaster 
tests  or  operations  authorized  by  the  Council  and  carried  out  in  accordance  with  rules  and  orders 
promulgated  and  adopted  by  the  Council: 

(a)  A sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  ($1500)  for  accidental  injury  directly  causing  or  leading 
to  death; 

(b)  A sum  not  to  exceed  seven  hundred  fifty  dollars  ($750)  for  reimbursement  for  medical  and 
hospital  expenses  associated  with  accidental  injury;  and 

(c)  Weekly  payments  of  twenty-five  dollars  ($25),  beginning  on  the  eighth  day  of  disability 
and  continuing  for  not  more  than  twenty-six  weeks,  for  disability  directly  arising  from  accidental 
injury  rendering  the  individual  totally  incapable  of  following  his  normal  gainful  pursuits. 

All  benefits  hereby  authorized  shall  be  paid  out  of  funds  appropriated  to  the  Council.  Pay- 
ments shall  be  made  on  the  basis  of  claims  submitted  to  the  Council  through  the  Bureau  of  Work- 
men’s Compensation  of  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industry  in  accordance  with  rules  and  orders 
promulgated  and  adopted  by  the  Council. 

Section  13.  Penalties. — Any  person  violating  any  of  the  rules  and  orders  adopted  and 
promulgated  under  Section  4 by  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof 
in  a summary  proceeding,  be  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  ($50)  or  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  thirty  (30)  days,  or  both,  for  the  first  offense,  and  a fine  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  dollars  ($200)  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  ninety  (90)  days,  or  both,  for  each  subsequent 
offense. 

Section  14.  Separability  of  Provisions. — If  any  provisions  of  this  act  or  the  application  of 
such  provision  to  any  person  or  circumstance  is  held  invalid,  the  remainder  of  the  act  and  the  ap- 
plication of  such  provision  to  other  persons  or  circumstances  shall  not  be  affected  thereby. 

Section  15.  Repealer. — The  act,  approved  the  nineteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  forty-one  (Pamphlet  Laws  6),  entitled,  as  amended,  “An  act  relating  to  national  and  State 
defense,  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a State  Council  of  Defense  and  of  local  and  district 
councils  of  defense,  prescribing  the  powers  and  duties  thereof,  and  providing  penalties”  is  hereby 
repealed.  All  other  acts  and  parts  of  acts  are  hereby  repealed  in  so  far  as  they  are  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  16.  Effective  Date. — This  act  shall  become  effective  immediately  upon  its  final 
enactment. 

Approved — The  19th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1951. 


JOHN  S.  FINE 
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The  Act  of  April  13,  1942,  P.L.  37 

(As  amended  by  the  Act  of  March  19,  1951,  P.L.  37) 


AN  ACT 

Relating  to  air  raid  precautions,  including  blackouts;  conferring  certain  powers  and  duties  upon 
the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense,  local  and  district  Councils  of  Civil  Defense,  political 
subdivisions,  members  of  certain  municipal  and  volunteer  agencies  and  civilians  necessary 
for  the  safety,  defense  and  protection  of  civilians  and  property  in  the  Commonwealth;  pro- 
viding for  the  mobilization,  coordination  and  use  of  certain  municipal  agencies  and  volun- 
teer agencies,  including  their  personnel  and  equipment;  providing  for  immunity  from  liability 
for  injury  or  death  to  persons  or  damage  to  property  under  certain  circumstances,  and  pro- 
viding penalties. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  hereby  enacts  as  follows: 

Whereas,  the  supreme  emergency  of  the  world-wide  war  has  resulted  in  conditions  of  immi- 
nent danger  to  the  lives  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  of  this  Commonwealth 
from  air  raids  calling  for  a state  of  preparedness  to  meet  such  danger,  and 

Whereas,  an  adequate  defense  to  air  raids  is  vital  to  the  protection  and  security  of  persons 
and  property  and  the  furtherance  of  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  and 

Whereas,  an  united  and  coordinated  effort  of  civilians  and  state,  local  and  volunteer  agen- 
cies and  facilities  is  essential  in  formulating  and  complying  with  precautionary  measures  to  meet 
the  emergency: 

Section  1.  This  act  shall  be  known  and  may  be  cited  as  the  “Air  Raid  Precautions  Act.’’ 

Section  2.  The  following  words  and  phrases  shall  have  the  meaning  ascribed  to  them  in 
this  section: 

“Attack’’  shall  mean  all  conditions  of  hostile  air  raid  attack. 

“Drill’’  shall  mean  air  raid  drill  and  practice  blackout. 

“During  attack  or  drill”  shall  mean  immediately  prior  to,  during  and  immediately  subsequent 
to  an  air  raid  drill,  practice  blackout  or  all  actual  conditions  of  hostile  air  raid  attack. 

“Local  and  District  Councils  of  Civil  Defense”  shall  mean  such  councils  established 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act,  approved  the  nineteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
fifty-one  (Pamphlet  Laws  28),  entitled  “An  act  relating  to  the  civil  defense  of  this  State  and  its 
coordination  with  national  defense;  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a State  Council  of  Civil  De- 
fense, local  and  district  councils  of  civil  defense,  Mobile  Support  Units;  prescribing  the  powers, 
duties  and  immunities  thereof  and  of  their  personnel;  authorizing  mutual  aid  compacts,  and  pro- 
viding penalties.” 

“Municipal  agencies”  shall  mean  and  include  police,  fire,  sanitation,  sewer,  water,  engi- 
neering and  all  other  regular  municipal  agencies  manned  by  officers  and  employes  of  a political 
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subdivision  of  the  Commonwealth  charged  with  duties  and  responsibilities  in  connection  with 
civilian  protection. 

“Political  subdivision”  shall  mean  any  county,  city,  borough,  incorporated  town  and  town- 
ship. 


“State  Council  of  Civil  Defense”  shall  mean  such  council  established  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act,  approved  the  nineteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  fifty-one  (Pamphlet 
Laws  28),  entitled  “An  act  relating  to  the  civil  defense  of  this  State  and  its  coordination  with 
national  defense;  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a State  Council  of  Civil  Defense,  local  and 
district  councils  of  civil  defense,  Mobile  Support  Units;  prescribing  the  powers,  duties  and  im- 
munities thereof  and  of  their  personnel;  authorizing  mutual  aid  compacts,  and  providing  penalties.” 

“Volunteer  agencies”  shall  mean  and  include  air  raid  wardens,  auxiliary  police,  auxiliary 
firemen,  bomb  squads,  rescue  squads,  medical  forces,  nurses’  aides,  repair  crews,  decontamination 
corps,  demolition  crews  and  all  other  civilian  protection  forces  and  services  charged  with  duties 
and  responsibilities  in  connection  with  civilian  protection. 

Section  3.  (a)  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  shall  during  the  continuance  of  the  exist- 
ing state  of  war  between  the  United  States  and  any  foreign  country  have  the  power  and  its  duty 
shall  be  to  take  such  precautionary  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  safety,  defense  and  pro- 
tection of  the  civilian  population  of  the  Commonwealth  and  property  within  the  Commonwealth  with 
respect  to  air  raids.  In  furtherance  of  this  power  and  duty  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  shall 
have  power  to  adopt,  promulgate  and  enforce  rules,  regulations  and  orders  for  this  purpose.  The 
State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  shall  cause  such  rules,  regulations  and  orders  to  be  published  and 
disseminated  in  the  Commonwealth  in  such  manner  and  to  such  extent  as  it  shall  deem  necessary 
and  advisable.  Such  rules,  regulations  and  orders  adopted  by  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense 
shall  have  the  same  force  as  if  they  formed  a part  of  this  act.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  and  without  limiting  the  general  power  conferred  above,  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense 
shall  have  the  power  and  its  duty  shall  be  to  make  rules,  regulations  and  orders  regarding: 

(1)  The  organization,  recruiting,  training,  maintenance  and  operation  of  aircraft  warning 
services,  observation  and  listening  posts,  information  and  control  centers,  including  the  location 
thereof,  and  such  other  services  and  facilities  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  prompt  reception  and 
transmission  of  air  raid  warnings  and  drills; 

(2)  The  formulation  and  execution  of  plans  for  the  carrying  out  of  practice  blackouts,  air 
raid  drills  and  warnings  and  of  all  precautionary  measures  under  actual  conditions  of  hostile  air 
raids  or  enemy  attack; 

(3)  The  organization,  recruiting,  training,  conduct  and  duties  and  powers  of  volunteer 
agencies; 

(4)  The  effective  screening  or  extinguishment  of  all  lights  and  lighting  devices  and 
appliances; 

(5)  The  conduct  of  civilians  and  the  movement  and  cessation  of  pedestrian  and  vehicular 
traffic  during  attack  or  drill; 

(6)  The  evacuation  of  civilian  populations  from  dangerous  or  damaged  areas; 

(7)  The  mobilization  and  coordination  of  municipal  and  volunteer  agencies  and  the  use  of 
the  personnel  and  equipment  of  such  agencies  wherever  needed  in  the  Commonwealth. 
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(b)  Local  and  district  Councils  of  Civil  Defense  shall  have  the  power  to  adopt,  promulgate 
and  enforce  rules,  regulations  and  orders  not  inconsistent  with  rules,  regulations  and  orders 
adopted  by  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  with  respect  to  the  foregoing  matters:  Provided, 
however,  That  no  rule,  regulation  or  other  order  of  any  local  or  district  Council  of  Civil  Defense 
shall  become  effective  unless  and  until  it  shall  have  received  the  prior  approval  of  the  State 
Council  of  Civil  Defense.  Each  local  and  district  Council  of  Civil  Defense  shall  have  available 
for  inspection  at  its  office  all  rules,  regulations  and  orders  adopted  by  the  State  Council  of  Civil 
Defense  and  by  such  local  or  district  Council  of  Civil  Defense. 

Section  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  local  and  district  Council  of  Civil  Defense  to 
execute  and  enforce  such  plans,  rules,  regulations  and  orders  as  the  State  Council  of  Civil  De- 
fense shall  adopt  and  promulgate.  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  is  hereby  authorized  to 
designate  and  require  agencies  to  aid  and  assist  the  council  in  the  discharge  of  one  or  more  of  its 
powers  and  duties  under  this  act  and  to  grant  authority  to  such  agencies  as  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary for  the  effective  accomplishment  of  any  of  its  functions,  powers  and  duties. 

Section  5.  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  in  providing  for  the  mobilization  and  co- 
ordination of  municipal  and  volunteer  agencies  shall  have  power  to  make  the  personnel  and  equip- 
ment of  such  agencies  available  for  duty  and  use  in  any  political  subdivision  other  than  the  po- 
litical subdivision  in  which  such  personnel  and  equipment  are  normally  used,  employed  or  act. 
Unless  existing  or  future  voluntary  agreements  between  political  subdivisions  require  otherwise, 
the  use  of  personnel  and  equipment  of  any  municipal  agencies  in  any  political  subdivision  other 
than  the  political  subdivision  in  which  they  normally  are  used,  employed  or  act  shall  be  without 
charge  or  expense  to  such  political  subdivision.  Whenever  any  part  of  the  regular  personnel  of 
any  municipal  agency  of  any  political  subdivision  are  engaged  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  in 
rendering  services  in  another  political  subdivision,  such  personnel  shall  have  the  same  powers, 
duties,  rights,  privileges  and  immunities  as  if  they  were  performing  their  duties  in  the  political 
subdivision  in  which  they  are  normally  employed  or  act. 

Section  6.  Whenever  the  United  States  or  any  agency  or  officer  thereof  shall  offer  equip- 
ment, supplies,  materials  or  funds  for  or  relating  to  air  raid  defense  activities  to  the  Commonwealth 
or  to  any  political  subdivision  thereof,  the  Commonwealth  or  political  subdivision  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  accept  such  offer,  and  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  shall  have  power  and  its  duties 
shall  be  to  adopt,  promulgate  and  enforce  rules,  regulations  and  orders  for  the  use  of  such  equip- 
ment, supplies,  materials  and  funds  subject  to  the  terms  of  the  offer  and  subject  also  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  Federal  agency  making  the  offer. 

Section  7.  Neither  the  Commonwealth  or  any  political  subdivision  thereof  nor  their  agents 
or  representatives  nor  any  member  of  a municipal  or  volunteer  agency  nor  any  individual,  partner- 
ship, association,  corporation,  trustee,  receiver,  or  any  of  the  agents  thereof,  in  good  faith  carry- 
ing out,  complying  with  or  attempting  to  comply  with  any  law  or  duly  promulgated  rule,  regulation 
or  order  relating  to  blackouts,  air  raid  drills  or  other  activities  connected  with  the  protection  of 
the  civil  population  from  air  raids  or  enemy  attacks  shall  be  liable  for  any  injury  or  death  to  per- 
sons or  damage  to  property  as  the  result  of  such  activity.  The  foregoing  shall  not  affect  the  right 
of  any  person  to  receive  benefits  to  which  he  might  otherwise  be  entitled  under  the  Workmen’s 
Compensation  Law,  any  pension  law,  nor  the  right  of  any  member  of  a volunteer  agency  to  receive 
any  benefits  or  compensation  under  any  act  of  Congress. 

Section  8.  The  provisions  of  this  act  and  rules,  regulations  and  orders  adopted  and  promul- 
gated under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  enforced  by  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense, 
local  and  district  Councils  of  Civil  Defense,  political  subdivisions  and  municipal  and  volunteer 
agencies.  Subject  to  limitations  contained  in  rules,  regulations  and  orders  of  the  State  Council  of 
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Civil  Defense,  members  of  volunteer  agencies  shall  have  the  powers  of  peace  officers  for  the 
purpose  of  enforcing  rules,  regulations  and  orders  adopted  and  promulgated  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
forcing this  act:  Provided,  however,  That  such  powers  shall  not  be  exercised  or  performed  by  them 
except  while  they  are  on  active  duty  and  displaying  an  authorized  identifying  badge  or  other  in- 
signia during  an  air  raid  drill  or  attack. 

Section  9.  Any  person  violating  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  or  any  of  the  rules,  regu- 
lations and  orders  adopted  and  promulgated  under  this  act  by  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  or 
any  local  or  district  Council  of  Civil  Defense,  or  who  shall  fail  to  comply  with  any  instructions 
lawfully  given  by  any  member  of  a municipal  or  volunteer  agency  or  any  person  who  shall  without 
authority  wear  or  display  any  official  insignia  authorized  by  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  or 
a local  or  district  Council  of  Civil  Defense  for  use  by  members  of  any  municipal  or  volunteer 
agency  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  in  a summary  proceeding,  be  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  of  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  dollars  ($200),  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  ninety  (90)  days,  or  both. 
All  fines  recovered  under  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
municipality  or  township  in  which  the  offense  was  committed  for  the  use  of  such  municipality  or 
township. 

Section  10.  Whoever  shall  knowingly  and  wilfully  utter  any  false  air  raid  alarm  signal  or 
warning  or  who  shall  simulate  any  official  air  raid  signal  or  warning  or  shall  wilfully  break,  injure 
or  remove  any  mechanical  warning  or  signal  device  used  therefor  shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor, 
and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars 
($1,000),  or  imprisonment  for  a term  not  exceeding  two  (2)  years,  or  both:  Provided,  however,  That 
any  air  raid  alarm  signal  or  warning  uttered  by  any  person  in  connection  with  any  duly  authorized 
air  raid  drill  or  practice  blackout  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  a false  air  raid  alarm  signal  or  warning 
within  the  meaning  of  this  section. 

Section  11.  This  act  shall  become  effective  immediately  upon  its  final  enactment  and  shall 
continue  in  full  force  and  effect  during  the  continuance  of  a state  of  war  between  the  United  States 
and  any  foreign  country. 

Approved — The  13th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1942. 


ARTHUR  H.  JAMES 


The  Act  of  March  19,  1951,  P.L.  42 

AN  ACT 

Authorizing  certain  political  subdivisions  to  make  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  expenses  of 
local  or  district  councils  of  civil  defense  within  said  political  subdivisions  and  for  the  pro- 
tection or  preparation  for  the  protection  of  the  health,  welfare  and  safety  of  the  civilian 
population  of  said  political  subdivision  during  emergencies  resulting  from  air  raids,  black- 
outs or  sabotage;  regulating  the  manner  of  payment  of  expenses  of  local  and  district  coun- 
cils of  civil  defense;  authorizing  such  political  subdivisions  to  borrow  money  under  certain 
conditions  for  such  purposes;  and  providing  for  the  repayment  thereof. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  hereby  enacts  as  follows: 
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Section  1.  Definitions. — The  following  words  and  phrases  used  in  this  act  shall  have  the 
meanings  ascribed  to  them  in  this  section: 

“Political  subdivisions”  shall  mean  any  county,  city,  borough,  incorporated  town  and 
township; 

“Local  and  district  councils  of  civil  defense”  shall  mean  those  established  pursuant  to  the 
act,  approved  the  nineteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  fifty-one  (Pamphlet  Laws 
28),  entitled  “An  act  relating  to  the  civil  defense  of  this  State  and  its  coordination  with  national 
defense;  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a State  Council  of  Civil  Defense,  local  and  district 
councils  of  civil  defense,  Mobile  Support  Units;  prescribing  the  powers,  duties  and  immunities 
thereof  and  of  their  personnel;  authorizing  mutual  aid  compacts,  and  providing  penalties.” 

Section  2.  Every  political  subdivision  shall  have  the  power  to  make  appropriations  in  the 
manner  provided  by  law  for  making  appropriations  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  such  political  sub- 
divisions, for  the  payment  of  expenses  of  local  and  district  councils  of  civil  defense  and  for  pro- 
tection and  preparation  for  the  protection  of  the  health,  welfare  and  safety  of  the  civilian  popula- 
tion of  the  said  political  subdivision  during  emergencies  resulting  from  air  raids,  blackouts  or 
sabotage.  A political  subdivision  in  making  such  appropriations  shall  specify  the  amounts  and 
purposes  for  which  the  moneys  so  appropriated  may  be  used  by  such  councils  of  civil  defense  or 
other  agency  to  or  for  which  such  appropriation  may  be  made. 

Section  3.  (a)  Where  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  or  district  council  of  civil  defense  is 
coterminous  with  the  political  subdivision  making  an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses 
of  the  local  or  district  council  of  civil  defense,  such  local  or  district  council  of  civil  defense  shall 
be  an  agency,  board  or  commission  of  the  political  subdivision,  subject  to  all  of  the  laws  govern- 
ing the  making  of  contracts  or  purchases,  the  employment  of  persons,  or  otherwise  incurring  finan- 
cial obligations  which  apply  to  the  political  subdivision.  All  bills  or  claims  to  be  paid  from  any 
appropriation  made  pursuant  to  this  act,  after  first  being  approved  by  the  local  or  district  council 
of  civil  defense  or  an  appropriate  officer  thereof  designated  for  the  purpose,  shall  be  paid  from  the 
treasury  of  the  political  subdivision  only  upon  the  warrant  or  order  of  the  officer  or  officers  of 
such  political  subdivision  designated  by  law  to  approve  or  countersign  warrants  or  orders  for  the 
payment  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  such  political  subdivision,  and  shall  be  subject  to  audit  in 
the  same  manner  as  other  financial  transactions  of  such  political  subdivision.  In  each  case,  the 
said  officer  or  officers  shall  have  the  same  power  to  approve  or  disapprove  the  same  as  they  have 
in  case  of  warrants  for  ordinary  expenses  of  the  political  subdivision,  and  no  warrant  or  order  for 
the  payment  thereof  shall  be  issued  without  such  approval.  Any  gift  or  grant  of  money  made  to  the 
local  or  district  council  of  civil  defense  or  to  the  political  subdivision  for  the  payment  of  ex- 
penses incurred  or  to  be  incurred  by  or  for  the  local  or  district  council  of  civil  defense  shall  be 
deposited  in  the  treasury  of  the  political  subdivision  and  shall  be  appropriated  by  the  political 
subdivision  for  the  purpose  for  which  such  gift  or  grant  was  made,  and  any  bills  or  claims  to  be 
paid  from  such  gift  or  grant  shall  be  paid  in  the  manner  herein  provided  for  the  payment  of  other 
bills  and  claims  against  such  political  subdivision. 

(b)  Where  a local  or  district  council  of  civil  defense  has  jurisdiction  in  an  area  including 
all  or  parts  of  more  than  one  political  subdivision  which  does  not  include  the  whole  area  of  any 
county,  the  political  subdivisions,  all  or  part  of  which  lie  within  the  jurisdiction  of  such  local  or 
district  council  of  civil  defense,  shall,  before  paying  any  expenses  of  such  local  or  district  council 
of  civil  defense,  enter  into  an  agreement  designating  one  of  said  political  subdivisions  as  the 
agent  of  each  of  them  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  of  the  local  or  district  council  of 
civil  defense.  The  agreement  shall  also  set  forth  the  proportionate  share  of  the  expenses  of  the 
local  or  district  council  of  civil  defense  to  be  paid  by  each  political  subdivision  party  to  said 
agreement  and  an  estimate  of  the  amount  required  to  be  appropriated  by  each  of  them  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  paying  such  expenses.  The  agreement  shall  be  effective  when  approved  by  the  corporate 
authorities  of  each  of  said  political  subdivisions  by  a majority  vote,  and  each  of  said  subdivisions 
shall  thereupon  make  an  appropriation  pursuant  to  section  two  of  this  act  sufficient  to  pay  its 
share  of  the  expenses  of  the  local  or  district  council  of  civil  defense.  All  bills  and  claims  for  ex- 
penses incurred  by  or  for  the  local  or  district  council  of  civil  defense  shall  thereafter  be  paid  in 
the  first  instance  by  the  political  subdivision  named  as  agent  in  the  aforesaid  agreement  in  the 
manner  provided  in  paragraph  (a)  of  this  section  as  though  the  local  or  district  council  of  civil 
defense  were  coterminous  with  such  political  subdivision,  and  the  local  or  district  council  of  civil 
defense  shall  be  subject  to  all  of  the  laws  governing  the  making  of  contracts  or  purchases,  the 
employment  of  persons,  or  otherwise  incurring  financial  obligations  which  apply  to  such  political 
subdivision.  The  political  subdivision  designated  as  agent  shall,  not  later  than  the  fifteenth  day 
of  each  month,  submit  an  itemized  account  of  the  expenses  of  the  local  or  district  council  of  civil 
defense  paid  by  it  during  the  preceding  calendar  month  to  each  of  the  other  political  subdivisions 
party  to  the  said  agreement,  together  with  a request  for  reimbursement  of  the  proportionate  share  of 
such  expenses  agreed  to  be  paid  by  each  of  such  other  political  subdivisions.  Each  political  sub- 
division so  requested  to  make  reimbursement  shall  do  so  within  thirty  days  after  such  request  from 
the  appropriation  made  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  local  or  district  council  of  civil  de- 
fense, and,  in  the  event  of  failure  to  do  so,  mandamus  shall  lie  to  compel  the  officers  of  such  po- 
litical subdivision  to  pay  the  agreed  upon  proportionate  share  of  the  proper  expenses  of  the  local 
or  district  council  of  civil  defense  out  of  the  first  moneys  thereafter  in  the  treasury  of  such  politi- 
cal subdivision  and  not  previously  pledged  to  any  other  purpose:  Provided,  That  no  political  sub- 
division shall  be  compelled  to  pay  for  any  one  year  an  amount  greater  than  the  amount  estimated 
in  the  agreement  as  its  proportionate  share.  The  books  and  records  of  the  political  subdivision 
designated  as  agent  in  the  agreement  shall  at  all  reasonable  times  be  open  to  inspection  by  any 
authorized  agent  of  each  other  political  subdivision  party  to  the  agreement  and  by  any  taxpayer 
who  by  law  is  entitled  to  inspect  the  books  or  accounts  of  any  political  subdivision  party  to  the 
agreement.  Nothing  in  this  paragraph  shall  be  deemed  to  limit  the  power  of  any  political  sub- 
division to  appropriate  and  pay  out  for  the  expenses  of  the  local  or  district  council  of  civil  de- 
fense an  amount  greater  than  that  set  forth  in  the  agreement  herein  required:  Provided,  That  all 
such  payments  shall  be  made  through  the  treasury  of  the  political  subdivision  designated  as  agent 
in  such  agreement  in  the  manner  herein  required.  Any  payment  made  by  any  political  subdivision 
to  the  political  subdivision  named  as  agent  in  the  agreement  for  reimbursement  for  the  payment  of 
the  expenses  of  the  local  or  district  council  of  civil  defense  shall  be  credited  by  such  agent  po- 
litical subdivision  to  the  appropriation  made  by  it  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  local  and 
district  council  of  civil  defense  and  shall  be  available  for  the  payment  of  future  expenses  of  the 
local  or  district  council  of  civil  defense  without  further  appropriation  or  action  by  such  agent  po- 
litical subdivision.  Any  gift  or  grant  of  money  made  to  or  for  the  local  or  district  council  of  civil 
defense  shall,  if  made  to  a political  subdivision,  be  deposited  in  its  treasury  and  be  appropriated 
by  it  for  the  purpose  for  which  such  gift  or  grant  was  made,  and  such  political  subdivision  shall 
notify  the  political  subdivision  named  as  agent  in  the  agreement  of  such  appropriation  and  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  available.  If  such  gift  or  grant  of  money  is  made  to  the  local  or  district 
council  of  civil  defense,  it  shall  be  deposited  in  the  treasury  of  the  political  subdivision  named  as 
agent  in  the  agreement  and  shall  be  appropriated  by  such  political  subdivision  for  the  purpose  for 
which  such  gift  or  grant  was  made:  Provided,  however,  That  any  expenditure  made  by  such  agent 
political  subdivision  from  any  gift  or  grant  deposited  in  its  treasury  or  reimbursed  from  any  gift  or 
grant  deposited  in  the  treasury  of  any  other  political  subdivision  shall  not  be  included  in  computing 
the  reimbursement  requested  from  any  other  political  subdivision  under  the  agreement. 

(c)  Where  the  local  or  district  council  of  civil  defense  has  jurisdiction  in  an  area  including 
the  whole  area  of  one  or  more  counties  which  is  not  coterminous  with  any  one  county,  before  pay- 
ing any  expenses  of  the  local  or  district  council  of  civil  defense,  the  counties,  all  or  part  of  which 
lie  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  or  district  council  of  civil  defense,  shall  enter  into  an  agree- 
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ment  in  the  manner  and  form  provided  in  paragraph  (b)  of  this  section  and  with  like  effect,  and  no 
other  political  subdivision  lying  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  or  district  council  of  civil  de- 
fense shall  be  a party  to  such  agreement.  For  the  purposes  of  this  paragraph,  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia  shall  be  a county  and  the  city  of  Philadelphia  shall  act  for  such  city  and  county. 

(d)  Nothing  in  this  or  any  other  section  of  this  act  shall  be  deemed  to  limit  the  power  of  any 
political  subdivision  to  appropriate  money  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  of  a local  or 
district  council  of  civil  defense  having  jurisdiction  both  within  and  without  the  political  sub- 
division even  though  an  appropriation  has  been  or  is  to  be  made  to  another  local  or  district  council 
of  civil  defense  coterminous  with  or  having  jurisdiction  within  such  political  subdivision:  Pro- 
vided, That  any  payments  on  account  of  such  appropriation  shall  be  made  pursuant  to  an  agreement 
as  provided  in  paragraphs  (b)  and  (c)  hereof  or  in  the  form  of  a gift  or  grant  to  the  political  sub- 
division responsible  in  the  first  instance  for  the  payment  of  bills  and  claims  against  the  local  or 
district  council  of  civil  defense  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  which  such  appropriation  was 
made. 


(e)  No  purchase  or  purchases  shall  be  made,  no  contract  entered  into  and  no  expenses  in- 
curred by  any  civil  defense  council  which  involves  the  payment  of  more  than  twenty-five  dollars 
($25.00)  out  of  the  treasury  of  any  second  class  township  unless  the  proposed  expenditure  has 
been  approved  in  writing  by  the  township  supervisors.  If  any  purchase  or  contract  is  made  or  other 
expenses  incurred  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  subsection,  the  township  shall  not  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  payment  thereof  but  the  person  acting  for  the  civil  defense  council  in  such 
transaction  shall  be  personally  liable  for  such  payment. 

Section  4.  Any  political  subdivision  during  the  fiscal  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  fifty- 
one  may  borrow  a sum  or  sums  of  money  necessary  for  the  purposes  authorized  by  this  act  by  the 
issuance  and  sale  of  bonds  or  notes  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  Municipal  Borrowing  Law,  ap- 
proved the  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  forty-one  (Pamphlet  Laws  159). 
Such  bonds  or  notes  shall  mature  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  issue. 

Section  5.  Repealer. — The  act,  approved  the  seventeenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  forty-two  (Pamphlet  Laws  42),  entitled  “An  act  authorizing  certain  political  subdivisions 
to  make  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  expenses  of  local  or  district  councils  of  defense  within 
said  political  subdivisions  and  for  the  protection  or  preparation  for  the  protection  of  the  health, 
welfare  and  safety  of  the  civilian  population  of  said  political  subdivision  during  emergencies  re- 
sulting from  air  raids,  blackouts  or  sabotage;  regulating  the  manner  of  payment  of  expenses  of 
local  and  district  councils  of  defense;  authorizing  such  political  subdivisions  to  borrow  money 
under  certain  conditions  for  such  purposes;  providing  for  the  repayment  thereof,  and  ratifying,  con- 
firming and  validating  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  said  purposes,”  is  hereby  repealed. 

All  other  acts  and  parts  of  acts  are  hereby  repealed  in  so  far  as  they  are  inconsistent  with 
the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  6.  Effective  Date. — This  act  shall  become  effective  immediately  upon  its  final  en- 
actment and  shall  remain  in  effect  until  a period  of  six  (6)  months  after  the  State  Council  of  Civil 
Defense  is  dissolved  or  suspended. 

Approved — The  19th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1951. 


JOHN  S.  FINE 
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The  Act  of  March  19,  1951,  P.L.  47 


AN  ACT 

Authorizing  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  enter  into  a compact  with  any  other  state  for 
mutual  helpfulness  in  meeting  any  civil  defense  emergency  or  disaster. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  hereby  enacts  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Whereas,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  has  granted  its  consent 
to  civil  defense  compacts  by  an  act,  entitled  “Federal  Civil  Defense  Act  of  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  fifty’’  (Public  Law  920,  Eighty-First  Congress,  Second  Session,  approved  January  twelfth, 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  fifty-one),  the  Legislature  of  this  State  hereby  ratifies  a compact  on  be- 
half of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  with  any  other  State  legally  joining  therein,  in  the  form 
substantially  as  follows: 


INTERSTATE  CIVIL  DEFENSE  AND  DISASTER  COMPACT 

The  contracting  States  solemnly  agree: 

Article  1.  The  purpose  of  this  compact  is  to  provide  mutual  aid  among  the  States  in  meet- 
ing any  emergency  or  disaster  from  enemy  attack  or  other  cause  (natural  or  otherwise),  including 
sabotage  and  subversive  acts  and  direct  attacks  by  bombs,  shellfire  and  atomic,  radiological, 
chemical,  bacteriological  means  and  other  weapons.  The  prompt,  full  and  effective  utilization  of 
the  resources  of  the  respective  States,  including  such  resources  as  may  be  available  from  the 
United  States  Government  or  any  other  source  are  essential  to  the  safety,  care  and  welfare  of  the 
people  thereof  in  the  event  of  enemy  action  or  other  emergency,  and  any  other  resources,  including 
personnel,  equipment  or  supplies,  shall  be  incorporated  into  a plan  or  plans  of  mutual  aid  to  be  de- 
veloped among  the  Civil  Defense  agencies  or  similar  bodies  of  the  States  that  are  parties  hereto. 
The  Directors  of  Civil  Defense  of  all  party  States  shall  constitute  a committee  to  formulate  plans 
and  to  take  all  necessary  steps  for  the  implementation  of  this  compact. 

Article  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  party  State  to  formulate  civil  defense  plans  and  pro- 
grams for  application  within  such  State.  There  shall  be  frequent  consultation  between  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  States  and  with  the  United  States  Government  and  the  free  exchange  of  informa- 
tion and  plans,  including  inventories  of  any  materials  and  equipment  available  for  civil  defense. 
In  carrying  out  such  civil  defense  plans  and  programs,  the  party  States  shall,  so  far  as  possible, 
provide  and  follow  uniform  standards,  practices  and  rules  and  regulations  including — 

(a)  Insignia,  arm  bands  and  any  other  distinctive  articles  to  designate  and  distinguish  the 
different  civil  defense  services; 

(b)  Blackouts  and  practice  blackouts,  air  raid  drills,  mobilization  of  civil  defense  forces, 
and  other  tests  and  exercises; 

(c)  Warnings  and  signals  for  drills  or  attacks  and  the  mechanical  devices  to  be  used  in  con- 
nection therewith; 

(d)  The  effective  screening  or  extinguishing  of  all  lights  and  lighting  devices  and  appliances; 
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(e)  Shutting  off  water  mains,  gas  mains,  electric  power  connections,  and  the  suspension  of 
all  other  utility  services; 

(f)  All  materials  or  equipment  used  or  to  be  used  for  civil  defense  purposes  in  order  to  as- 
sure that  such  materials  and  equipment  will  be  easily  and  freely  interchangeable  when  used  in  or 
by  any  other  party  State; 

(g)  The  conduct  of  civilians  and  the  movement  and  cessation  of  movement  of  pedestrians 
and  vehicular  traffic  prior,  during  and  subsequent  to  drills  or  attacks; 

(h)  The  safety  of  public  meetings  or  gatherings;  and 

(i)  Mobile  support  units. 

Article  3.  Any  party  State  requested  to  render  mutual  aid  shall  take  such  action  as  is  nec- 
essary to  provide  and  make  available  the  resources  covered  by  this  compact  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  hereof:  Provided,  That  it  is  understood  that  the  State  rendering  aid  may  withhold  re- 
sources to  the  extent  necessary  to  provide  reasonable  protection  for  such  State.  Each  party  State 
shall  extend  to  the  civil  defense  forces  of  any  other  party  State  while  operating  within  its  State 
limits  under  the  terms  and  conditions  of  this  compact,  the  same  powers  (except  that  of  arrest,  un- 
less specifically  authorized  by  the  receiving  State),  duties,  rights,  privileges  and  immunities  as 
if  they  were  performing  their  duties  in  the  State  in  which  normally  employed  or  rendering  services. 
Civil  defense  forces  will  continue  under  the  command  and  control  of  their  regular  leaders  but  the 
organizational  units  will  come  under  the  operational  control  of  the  civil  defense  authorities  of  the 
State  receiving  assistance. 

Article  4.  Whenever  any  person  holds  a license,  certificate  or  other  permit  issued  by  any 
State  evidencing  the  meeting  of  qualifications  for  professional,  mechanical  or  other  skills,  such 
person  may  render  aid  involving  such  skill  in  any  party  State  to  meet  an  emergency  or  disaster  and 
such  State  shall  give  due  recognition  to  such  license,  certificate  or  other  permit  as  if  issued  in 
the  State  in  which  aid  is  rendered. 

Article  5.  No  party  State  or  its  officers  or  employes  rendering  aid  in  another  State  pursuant 
to  this  compact  shall  be  liable  on  account  of  any  act  or  omission  in  good  faith  on  the  part  of  such 
forces  while  so  engaged  or  on  account  of  the  maintenance  or  use  of  any  equipment  or  supplies  in 
connection  therewith. 

Article  6.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  probable  that  the  pattern  and  detail  of  the  machinery  for  mutual 
aid  among  two  or  more  States  may  differ  from  that  appropriate  among  other  States  party  hereto,  this 
instrument  contains  elements  of  a broad  base  common  to  all  States  and  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  preclude  any  State  from  entering  into  supplementary  agreements  with  another  State  or  States. 
Such  supplementary  agreements  may  comprehend  but  shall  not  be  limited  to  provisions  for  evacua- 
tion and  reception  of  injured  and  other  persons  and  the  exchange  of  medical,  fire,  police,  public 
utility,  reconnaissance,  welfare,  transportation  and  communications  personnel,  equipment  and  sup- 
plies. 


Article  7.  Each  party  State  shall  provide  for  the  payment  of  compensation  and  death  bene- 
fits to  injured  members  of  the  civil  defense  forces  of  that  State  and  the  representatives  of  deceased 
members  of  such  forces  in  case  such  members  sustain  injuries  or  are  killed  while  rendering  aid 
pursuant  to  this  compact  in  the  same  manner  and  on  the  same  terms  as  if  the  injury  or  death  were 
sustained  within  such  State. 
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Article  8.  Any  party  State  rendering  aid  in  another  State  pursuant  to  this  compact  shall  be 
reimbursed  by  the  party  State  receiving  such  aid  for  any  loss  or  damage  to  or  expense  incurred  in 
the  operation  of  any  equipment  answering  a request  for  aid  and  for  the  cost  incurred  in  connection 
with  such  requests:  Provided,  That  any  aiding  party  State  may  assume  in  whole  or  in  part  such 
loss,  damage,  expense  or  other  cost,  or  may  loan  such  equipment  or  donate  such  services  to  the 
receiving  party  State  without  charge  or  cost:  and,  Provided  further,  That  any  two  or  more  party 
States  may  enter  into  supplementary  agreements  establishing  a different  allocation  of  costs  as 
among  those  States.  The  United  States  Government  may  relieve  the  party  State  receiving  aid  from 
any  liability  and  reimburse  the  party  State  supplying  civil  defense  forces  for  the  compensation 
paid  to  and  the  transportation,  subsistence  and  maintenance  expenses  of  such  forces  during  the 
time  of  the  rendition  of  such  aid  or  assistance  outside  the  State  and  may  also  pay  fair  and  reason- 
able compensation  for  the  use  or  utilization  of  the  supplies,  materials,  equipment  or  facilities  so 
utilized  or  consumed. 

Article  9.  Plans  for  the  orderly  evacuation  and  reception  of  the  civilian  population  as  the 
result  of  an  emergency  or  disaster  shall  be  worked  out  from  time  to  time  between  representatives 
of  the  party  States  and  the  various  local  civil  defense  areas  thereof.  Such  plans  shall  include  the 
manner  of  transporting  such  evacuees,  the  number  of  evacuees  to  be  received  in  different  areas, 
the  manner  in  which  food,  clothing,  housing,  and  medical  care  will  be  provided,  the  registration  of 
the  evacuees,  the  providing  of  facilities  for  the  notification  of  relatives  or  friends  and  the  forward- 
ing of  such  evacuees  to  other  areas,  or  the  bringing  in  of  additional  materials,  supplies  and  all 
other  relevant  factors.  Such  plans  shall  provide  that  the  party  State  receiving  evacuees  shall  be 
reimbursed  generally  for  the  out-of-pocket  expenses  incurred  in  receiving  and  caring  for  such  evac- 
uees, for  expenditures  for  transportation,  food,  clothing,  medicines  and  medical  care  and  like 
items.  Such  expenditures  shall  be  reimbursed  by  the  party  State  of  which  the  evacuees  are  resi- 
dents or  by  the  United  States  Government  under  plans  approved  by  it.  After  the  termination  of  the 
emergency  or  disaster  the  party  State  of  which  the  evacuees  are  resident  shall  assume  the  respon- 
sibility for  the  ultimate  support  or  repatriation  of  such  evacuees. 

Article  10.  This  compact  shall  be  available  to  any  State,  territory  or  possession  of  the 
United  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  term  “State”  may  also  include  any  neighboring 
foreign  country  or  province  or  state  thereof. 

Article  11.  The  committee  established  pursuant  to  Article  1 of  this  compact  may  request 
the  Civil  Defense  Agency  of  the  United  States  Government  to  act  as  an  informational  and  coordi- 
nating body  under  this  compact  and  representatives  of  such  agency  of  the  United  States  Government 
may  attend  meetings  of  such  committee. 

Article  12.  This  compact  shall  become  operative  immediately  upon  its  ratification  by  any 
State  as  between  it  and  any  other  State  or  States  so  ratifying,  and  shall  be  subject  to  approval  by 
Congress  unless  prior  Congressional  approval  has  been  given.  Duly  authenticated  copies  of  this 
compact  and  of  such  supplementary  agreements  as  may  be  entered  into  shall,  at  the  time  of  their 
approval,  be  deposited  with  each  of  the  party  States  and  with  the  Civil  Defense  Agency  and  other 
appropriate  agencies  of  the  United  States  Government. 

Article  13.  This  compact  shall  continue  in  force  and  remain  binding  on  each  party  State 
until  the  Legislature  or  the  Governor  of  such  party  State  takes  action  to  withdraw  therefrom.  Such 
action  shall  not  be  effective  until  30  days  after  notice  thereof  has  been  sent  by  the  Governor  of 
the  party  State  desiring  to  withdraw  to  the  Governors  of  all  other  party  States. 

Article  14.  This  compact  shall  be  construed  to  effectuate  the  purposes  stated  in  Article  1 
hereof.  If  any  provision  of  this  compact  is  declared  unconstitutional  or  the  applicability  thereof 
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to  any  person  or  circumstance  is  held  invalid,  the  constitutionality  of  the  remainder  of  this  com- 
pact and  the  applicability  thereof  to  other  persons  and  circumstances  shall  not  be  affected  thereby. 

Section  2.  Duly  authenticated  copies  of  this  act  shall,  upon  its  approval,  be  transmitted  to 
the  Governor  of  each  State,  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  United  States  House  of  Representatives,  to  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  Council  of  State  Governments. 

Section  3.  This  act  shall  become  effective  immediately  upon  final  enactment. 

Approved — The  19th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1951. 


JOHN  S.  FINE 


The  Act  of  July  28,  1959,  P.L.  579 

AN  ACT 

To  authorize  political  subdivisions  of  this  Commonwealth  to  establish  an  emergency  temporary  lo- 
cation or  locations  for  their  seats  of  government  and  to  exercise  governmental  powers  and 
functions  thereat. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  hereby  enacts  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Whenever  due  to  an  emergency  resulting  from  the  effects  of  enemy  attack  or  the 
anticipated  effects  of  a threatened  enemy  attack,  it  becomes  imprudent,  inexpedient  or  impossible 
to  conduct  the  affairs  of  local  government  at  the  regular  or  usual  place  or  places  thereof,  the  gov- 
erning body  of  each  political  subdivision  of  this  Commonwealth  may  meet  at  any  place,  within  or 
without  the  territorial  limits  of  such  political  subdivision,  on  the  call  of  the  presiding  officer  or 
any  two  members  of  such  governing  body,  and  shall  proceed  to  establish  and  designate  by  ordi- 
nance, resolution  or  other  manner,  alternate  or  substitute  sites  or  places,  as  the  emergency  tem- 
porary location  or  locations  of  government,  where  all  or  any  part  of  the  public  business  may  be 
transacted  and  conducted  during  the  emergency  situation.  Such  sites  or  places  may  be  within  or 
without  the  territorial  limits  of  such  political  subdivision  and  may  be  within  or  without  this  Com- 
monwealth. 

Section  2.  During  the  period  when  the  public  business  is  being  conducted  at  the  emergency 
temporary  location  or  locations,  the  governing  body  and  other  officers  of  a political  subdivision  of 
this  Commonwealth  shall  have  and  possess,  and  shall  exercise  at  such  location  or  locations  all  of 
the  executive,  legislative  and  judicial  powers  and  functions  conferred  upon  such  body  and  officers 
by  or  under  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth.  Such  powers  and  functions  may  be  exercised  in  the 
light  of  the  exigencies  of  the  emergency  situation  without  regard  to  or  compliance  with  time  con- 
suming procedures  and  formalities  prescribed  by  law  and  pertaining  thereto,  and  all  acts  of  such 
body  and  officers  shall  be  as  valid  and  binding  as  if  performed  within  the  territorial  limits  of  their 
political  subdivision. 

Section  3.  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall  control  and  be  supreme,  in  the  event  it  shall  be 
employed,  notwithstanding  any  statutory  charter  or  ordinance  provision  to  the  contrary  or  in  con- 
flict herewith. 
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Section  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
Approved — The  28th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1959. 


DAVID  L.  LAWRENCE 


The  Act  of  October  23,  1959,  P.L.  1365 

AN  ACT 

Providing  for  the  continuity  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the  event  of  an  attack  by  an  enemy  of  the 

United  States. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  hereby  enacts  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Short  Title. — This  act  shall  be  known  and  may  be  cited  as  the  “Emergency  In- 
terim Legislative  Succession  Act.” 

Section  2.  Declaration  of  Policy. — The  General  Assembly  declares:  (1)  that  recent  tech- 
nological developments  make  possible  an  enemy  attack  of  unprecedented  destructiveness,  which 
may  result  in  the  death  or  inability  to  act  of  a large  proportion  of  the  membership  of  the  General 
Assembly;  (2)  that  to  conform  in  time  of  attack  to  existing  legal  requirements  pertaining  to  the 
General  Assembly  would  be  impracticable,  would  admit  of  undue  delay,  and  would  jeopardize  con- 
tinuity of  operation  of  a legally  constituted  General  Assembly;  and  (3)  that  it  is  therefore  neces- 
sary to  adopt  special  provisions,  as  hereinafter  set  out,  for  the  effective  operation  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

Section  3.  Definitions. — As  used  in  this  act — 

(1)  “Attack”  means  any  action  or  series  of  actions  taken  by  an  enemy  of  the  United  States 
resulting  in  substantial  damage  or  injury  to  persons  or  property  in  this  Commonwealth,  whether 
through  sabotage,  bombs,  missiles,  shellfire,  or  atomic,  radiological,  chemical,  bacteriological  or 
biological  means  or  other  weapons  or  methods. 

(2)  “Unavailable”  means  absent  from  the  place  of  session  (other  than  on  official  business 
of  the  General  Assembly),  or  unable,  for  physical,  mental  or  legal  reasons,  to  exercise  the  powers 
and  discharge  the  duties  of  a legislator,  whether  or  not  such  absence  or  inability  would  give  rise 
to  a vacancy  under  existing  constitutional  or  statutory  provisions. 

(3)  “Legislator”  means  a member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

(4)  “Emergency  interim  successor”  means  (a)  a legislator  elected  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
prescribed  for  temporary  succession  to  the  powers  and  duties  but  not  to  the  office  of  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate,  or  (b)  a person  appointed  in 
the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed  for  temporary  succession  to  the  powers  and  duties  but  not  the 
office  of  a legislator. 

Section  4.  Convening  of  General  Assembly  in  Event  of  Attack. — In  the  event  of  an  attack, 
the  Governor  shall  call  the  General  Assembly  into  session  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  in  any  case 
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within  ninety  days  following  the  inception  of  the  attack.  If  the  Governor  fails  to  issue  such  call, 
the  General  Assembly  shall,  on  the  ninetieth  day  from  the  date  of  inception  of  the  attack,  automat- 
ically convene  at  the  place  where  the  Governor  then  has  his  office. 

Section  5.  Place  of  Legislative  Session. — Whenever  in  the  event  of  an  attack  or  upon  find- 
ing that  an  attack  may  be  imminent,  the  Governor  deems  the  Capitol  to  be  unsafe,  he  may  change 
the  place  of  session  to  any  place  within  or  without  the  Commonwealth  which  he  deems  safer  and 
convenient. 

Section  6.  Election  of  Emergency  Interim  Successors  to  Speaker  and  President  pro  tempore. 
— Immediately  following  the  scheduled  time  of  convening  of  the  General  Assembly  following  at- 
tack, the  legislators  then  present  shall  take  steps  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate  are  available  for  performance 
of  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices.  In  the  event  that  the  Speaker  and  the  President  pro  tem- 
pore, one  or  both,  may  be  found  to  be  unavailable,  the  members  of  the  House  or  Houses  concerned 
shall  promptly  elect  by  majority  vote  of  the  members  then  present  a member  of  their  respective 
body  or  bodies  for  temporary  emergency  succession  to  the  powers  and  duties,  but  not  the  office  of 
Speaker  and  President  pro  tempore,  one  or  both. 

Section  7.  Emergency  Duties  of  Speaker  and  President  pro  tempore. — Whenever  the  General 
Assembly  may  convene  following  an  attack,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate,  or  their  elected  emergency  interim 
successors,  promptly  to  take  steps  to  determine  which,  if  any,  members  of  their  respective  bodies 
may  then  be  unavailable.  In  the  event  any  legislator  or  legislators  may  be  determined  to  be  un- 
available, it  shall  further  be  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  and  President  pro  tempore,  or  their  elected 
emergency  interim  successors,  to  appoint,  in  consultation  with  the  county  chairman  or  chairmen  of 
the  political  party  or  parties  of  which  the  unavailable  legislator  or  legislators  may  be  affiliated  or 
should  the  said  chairman  or  chairmen  be  unavailable  with  other  appropriate  representatives  of  the 
political  party  or  parties  concerned,  a person  or  persons  for  temporary  emergency  succession  to 
the  powers  and  duties  but  not  the  office  of  the  unavailable  legislator  or  legislators  within  their 
respective  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Section  8.  Qualifications  of  Emergency  Interim  Successors. — (a)  Any  legislator  elected  to 
serve  as  emergency  interim  successor  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
both  a duly  elected  and  sworn  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  a member  of  the  same 
political  party  as  the  Speaker  to  whose  powers  and  duties  he  may  temporarily  succeed. 

(b)  Any  legislator  elected  to  serve  as  emergency  interim  successor  to  the  President  pro 
tempore  of  the  Senate  shall  be  both  a duly  elected  and  sworn  member  of  the  Senate  and  a member 
of  the  same  political  party  as  the  President  pro  tempore  to  whose  powers  and  duties  he  may  tem- 
porarily succeed. 

(c)  Each  person  appointed  to  serve  as  emergency  interim  successor  to  a legislator  shall 
both  be  eligible  under  the  Constitution  and  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  hold 
the  office  of  the  legislator  to  whose  powers  and  duties  he  may  temporarily  succeed  and  be  a mem- 
ber of  the  same  political  party  as  the  said  legislator. 

Section  9.  Oath  of  Emergency  Interim  Successors. — Prior  to  entering  upon  the  powers  and 
duties  to  which  he  may  temporarily  succeed,  each  person  elected  or  appointed  to  serve  as  an  emer- 
gency interim  successor  as  herein  provided  shall  take  the  oath  required  by  article  one  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Section  10.  Limitations  of  terms  of  Emergency  Interim  Successors. — Any  person  elected  or 
appointed  to  serve  as  emergency  interim  successor  to  a legislator  as  herein  provided  shall  exercise 
the  powers  and  duties  of  the  said  legislator  only  until  such  time  as  the  said  legislator  may  no 
longer  be  unavailable  or  until  such  time  as  a replacement  legislator  may  be  duly  elected  under  the 
Constitution  and  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Section  11.  Privileges,  Immunities  and  Compensation  of  Emergency  Interim  Successors. — 
During  any  period  in  which  a duly  elected  or  appointed  emergency  interim  successor  may  tempo- 
rarily succeed  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  a legislator  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  he  shall  be 
accorded  the  privileges  and  immunities,  compensation,  allowances  and  other  prerequisites  of  of- 
fice to  which  the  said  legislator  is  entitled.  The  provisions  of  this  section  shall  not,  however,  in 
any  way,  affect  the  privileges,  immunities,  compensation,  allowances  or  other  prerequisites  of 
office  of  any  incumbent  legislator. 

Section  12.  Termination  of  Operation  of  Provisions  of  this  Act. — The  authority  of  emer- 
gency interim  successors  to  succeed  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  legislators  shall  expire  two  years 
following  the  inception  of  an  attack,  but  nothing  herein  shall  prevent  the  resumption  before  such 
time  of  the  filling  of  legislative  vacancies  and  the  calling  of  elections  for  the  General  Assembly 
in  accordance  with  applicable  constitutional  and  statutory  provisions.  The  Governor,  acting  by 
proclamation,  or  the  General  Assembly,  acting  by  concurrent  resolution,  may,  from  time  to  time,  ex- 
tend or  restore  such  authority  or  the  operation  of  any  of  such  provisions  upon  a finding  that  events 
render  the  extension  or  restoration  necessary,  but  no  extension  or  restoration  shall  be  for  a period 
of  more  than  one  year. 

Section  13.  Effective  Date. — This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Approved — The  23rd  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1959. 


DAVID  L.  LAWRENCE 


The  Act  of  October  23,  1959,  P.L.  1369 

AN  ACT 

Providing,  in  the  event  of  attack  upon  the  United  States,  for  the  continuity  of  the  executive  and 
judicial  functions  of  the  government  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  governments  of  political 
subdivisions  of  the  Commonwealth  by  providing  for  an  additional  officer  to  act  as  Governor; 
providing  for  emergency  interim  succession  to  other  executive  offices  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  its  political  subdivisions;  providing  for  special  emergency  judges;  and  authorizing 
political  subdivisions  to  enact  resolutions  and  ordinances  relating  to  the  subject. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  hereby  enacts  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Short  Title. — This  act  shall  be  known  and  may  be  cited  as  the  “Emergency  In- 
terim Executive  and  Judicial  Succession  Act  of  1959.’’ 

Section  2.  Statement  of  Policy. — Because  of  the  existing  possibility  of  attack  upon  the 
United  States  of  unprecedented  size  and  destructiveness,  and  in  order,  in  the  event  of  such  an  at- 
tack, to  assure  continuity  of  government  through  legally  constituted  leadership,  authority  and  re- 
sponsibility in  offices  of  the  government  of  the  Commonwealth  and  its  political  subdivisions,  to 
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provide  for  the  effective  operation  of  government  during  an  emergency,  and  to  facilitate  the  early 
resumption  of  functions  temporarily  suspended,  it  is  found  and  declared  to  be  necessary  to  provide 
for  additional  officers  who  can  exercise  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  Governor;  to  pro- 
vide for  emergency  interim  succession  to  government  offices  of  this  Commonwealth  and  its  politi- 
cal subdivisions  in  the  event  the  incumbents  thereof  (and  their  deputies,  assistants  or  other  sub- 
ordinate officers  authorized,  pursuant  to  law,  to  exercise  all  of  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties 
of  such  offices  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  deputies)  are  unavailable  to  perform  the  duties  and  func- 
tions of  such  offices;  and  to  provide  for  special  emergency  judges  who  can  exercise  the  powers 
and  discharge  the  duties  of  judicial  offices  in  the  event  regular  judges  are  unavailable. 

Section  3.  Definitions. — As  used  in  this  act — 

(a)  “Unavailable”  means  either  that  a vacancy  in  office  exists  and  there  is  no  deputy  au- 
thorized to  exercise  all  of  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office,  or  that  the  lawful  in- 
cumbent of  the  office  (including  any  deputy  exercising  the  powers  and  discharging  the  duties  of  an 
office  because  of  a vacancy)  and  his  duly  authorized  deputy  are  absent  or  unable  to  exercise  the 
powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office. 

(b)  “Emergency  interim  successor”  means  a person  designated  pursuant  to  this  act,  in  the 
event  the  officer  is  unavailable,  to  exercise  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  an  office  until 
a successor  is  appointed  or  elected  and  qualified  as  may  be  provided  by  the  Constitution,  statutes, 
charters  and  ordinances  or  until  the  lawful  incumbent  is  able  to  resume  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
and  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office. 

(c)  “Office”  includes  all  State  and  local  offices,  the  powers  and  duties  of  which  are  de- 
fined by  the  Constitution,  statutes,  charters,  and  ordinances,  except  the  office  of  Governor,  and 
except  those  in  the  Legislature  and  the  Judiciary. 

(d)  “Attack”  means  any  attack  or  series  of  attacks  by  an  enemy  of  the  United  States  caus- 
ing, or  which  may  cause,  substantial  damage  or  injury  to  civilian  property  or  persons  in  the  United 
States  in  any  manner  by  sabotage  or  by  the  use  of  bombs,  missiles,  shellfire,  or  atomic,  radiologi- 
cal, chemical,  bacteriological,  or  biological  means,  or  other  weapons  or  processes. 

(e)  “Political  subdivision”  includes  counties,  cities,  towns,  townships,  and  boroughs. 

Section  4.  Additional  Successor  to  Office  of  Governor. — In  the  event  that  the  Governor,  for 
any  of  the  reasons  specified  in  the  Constitution,  is  not  able  to  exercise  the  powers  and  discharge 
the  duties  of  his  office,  or  is  unavailable,  and  in  the  event  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  President 
pro  tempore  of  the  Senate  be,  for  any  of  the  reasons  specified  in  the  Constitution,  not  able  to 
exercise  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Governor,  or  be  unavailable,  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall,  if  the  preceding  named  officers  be  unavailable, 
exercise  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Governor  until  a new  Governor  is 
elected  and  qualified,  or  until  a preceding  named  officer  becomes  available:  Provided,  however, 
That  no  emergency  interim  successor  to  the  aforementioned  offices  may  serve  as  Governor. 

Section  5.  Emergency  Interim  Successors  for  State  Officers. — All  State  officers,  subject  to 
such  regulations  as  the  Governor  (or  other  official  authorized  under  the  Constitution  and  this  act 
to  exercise  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Governor)  may  issue,  shall,  upon 
approval  of  this  act,  in  addition  to  any  deputy  authorized  pursuant  to  law  to  exercise  all  of  the 
powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office,  designate  by  title  emergency  interim  successors  and 
specify  their  order  of  succession.  The  officer  shall  review  and  revise,  as  necessary,  designations 
made  pursuant  to  this  act  to  insure  their  current  status.  The  officer  will  designate  a sufficient 
number  of  such  emergency  interim  successors  so  that  there  will  be  not  less  than  three  such  depu- 
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ties  or  emergency  interim  successors,  or  any  combination  thereof,  at  any  time.  In  the  event  that 
any  State  officer  is  unavailable  following  an  attack,  and  in  the  event  his  deputy,  if  any,  is  also 
unavailable,  the  said  powers  of  his  office  shall  be  exercised  and  said  duties  of  his  office  shall  be 
discharged  by  his  designated  emergency  interim  successors  in  the  order  specified.  Such  emergency 
interim  successors  shall  exercise  said  powers  and  discharge  said  duties  only  until  such  time  as 
the  Governor  under  the  Constitution  or  authority  other  than  this  act  (or  other  official  authorized 
under  the  Constitution  or  this  act  to  exercise  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
Governor)  may,  where  a vacancy  exists,  appoint  a successor  to  fill  the  vacancy  or  until  a successor 
is  otherwise  appointed,  or  elected  and  qualified  as  provided  by  law,  or  an  officer  (or  his  deputy  or 
a preceding  named  emergency  interim  successor)  becomes  available  to  exercise  or  resume  the 
exercise  of  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office. 


Section  6.  Enabling  Authority  for  Emergency  Interim  Successors  for  Local  Offices. — With 
respect  to  local  offices  for  which  the  legislative  bodies  of  political  subdivisions  may  enact  reso- 
lutions or  ordinances  relative  to  the  manner  in  which  vacancies  will  be  filled  or  temporary  appoint- 
ments to  office  made,  such  legislative  bodies  are  hereby  authorized  to  enact  resolutions  or  ordi- 
nances providing  for  emergency  interim  successors  to  offices  of  the  aforementioned  governmental 
units.  Such  resolutions  and  ordinances  shall  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  act. 

Section  7.  Emergency  Interim  Successors  for  Local  Officers. — The  provisions  of  this  sec- 
tion shall  be  applicable  to  officers  of  political  subdivisions  not  included  in  section  6.  Such  offi- 
cers, subject  to  such  regulations  as  the  executive  head  of  the  political  subdivision  may  issue, 
shall,  upon  approval  of  this  act,  designate  by  title  (if  feasible)  or  by  named  person,  emergency 
interim  successors  and  specify  their  order  of  succession.  The  officer  shall  review  and  revise,  as 
necessary,  designations  made  pursuant  to  this  act  to  insure  their  current  status.  The  officer  will 
designate  a sufficient  number  of  persons  so  that  there  will  be  not  less  than  three  deputies  or  emer- 
gency interim  successors,  or  any  combination  thereof.  In  the  event  that  any  officer  of  any  political 
subdivision  (or  his  deputy  provided  for  pursuant  to  law)  is  unavailable,  the  powers  of  the  office 
shall  be  exercised  and  duties  shall  be  discharged  by  his  designated  emergency  interim  successors 
in  the  order  specified.  The  emergency  interim  successors,  in  the  order  specified,  shall  exercise 
the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  designated  until  such  time  as  a vacancy 
which  may  exist  shall  be  filled  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  or  statutes,  or  until  the  of- 
ficer (or  his  deputy  or  a preceding  emergency  interim  successor)  again  becomes  available  to  ex- 
ercise the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office. 


Section  8.  Special  Emergency  Judges. — In  the  event  that  any  judge  of  any  court  is  un- 
available after  attack  to  exercise  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  in  the 
event  no  other  judge  authorized  to  act  in  the  event  of  absence,  disability  or  vacancy  or  no  special 
judge  appointed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  or  statutes  is  available  to 
exercise  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  such  office,  the  duties  of  the  office  shall  be  dis- 
charged and  the  powers  exercised  by  the  special  emergency  judges  hereinafter  provided  for: 

(a)  The  Governor  shall  fill  vacancies  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  and  the  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth. 

(b)  The  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  consultation  with  the  other  members  of  said 
court,  and  after  consultation  with  the  State  or  county  chairman  of  the  political  party  concerned, 
shall  appoint  a special  emergency  judge  of  the  same  political  party  as  represented  by  the  regular 
judge,  temporarily,  to  exercise  the  powers  and  duties  of  each  unavailable  judge  in  each  court  of 
record,  except  the  Supreme  Court. 
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All  such  appointees  shall  possess  all  the  qualifications  required  by  the  Constitution  and 
statutes  of  this  Commonwealth, 


Said  special  emergency  judges  shall  discharge  the  duties  and  exercise  the  powers  of  such 
office  only  until  such  time  as  a vacancy  which  may  exist  shall  be  filled  in  accordance  with  the 
Constitution  and  statutes,  or  until  the  regular  judge  or  one  preceding  the  designee  in  the  order  of 
succession  becomes  available  to  exercise  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office. 

Section  9.  Formalities  of  Taking  Office. — Prior  to  taking  up  the  duties  to  which  they  may 
temporarily  succeed,  emergency  interim  successors  and  special  emergency  judges  shall  take  such 
oath  as  may  be  required  for  them  to  exercise  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  to 
which  they  may  succeed. 

Section  10.  Period  in  Which  Authority  May  be  Exercised. — Officials  authorized  to  act  as 
Governor  pursuant  to  this  act,  emergency  interim  successors  and  special  emergency  judges  are 
empowered  to  exercise  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  an  office  as  herein  authorized,  only, 
after  an  attack  upon  the  United  States,  as  defined  herein,  has  occurred.  The  Legislature,  by  con- 
current resolution,  may,  at  any  time,  terminate  the  authority  of  said  emergency  interim  successors 
and  special  emergency  judges  to  exercise  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  office  as  herein 
provided. 

Section  11.  Removal  of  Designees. — Until  such  time  as  the  persons  designated  as  emer- 
gency interim  successors  or  special  emergency  judges  are  authorized  to  exercise  the  powers  and 
discharge  the  duties  of  an  office  in  accordance  with  this  act,  including  section  10  hereof,  said 
persons  shall  retain  their  designations  at  the  pleasure  of  the  designating  authority  and  may  be  re- 
moved or  replaced  by  said  designating  authority  at  any  time,  with  or  without  cause. 

Section  12.  Disputes. — Any  dispute  concerning  a question  of  fact  arising  under  this  act 
with  respect  to  an  office  in  the  executive  branch  of  the  State  government  (except  a dispute  of  fact 
relative  to  the  office  of  Governor)  shall  be  adjudicated  by  the  Governor  (or  other  official  authorized 
under  the  Constitution  and  this  act  to  exercise  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
Governor)  and  his  decision  shall  be  final. 


Section  13.  Effective  Date. — This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Approved — The  23d  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1959. 

DAVID  L.  LAWRENCE 


The  Act  of  October  23,  1959,  P.L.  1373 

AN  ACT 

To  authorize  the  establishment  of  an  emergency  seat  of  government  for  the  Commonwealth  and  to 
authorize  the  exercise  of  governmental  powers  and  functions  thereat  during  periods  of 
emergency. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  hereby  enacts  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Whenever,  due  to  an  emergency  resulting  from  the  effects  of  enemy  attack,  or 
the  anticipated  effects  of  a threatened  enemy  attack,  it  becomes  imprudent,  inexpedient  or  im- 
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possible  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  State  government  at  the  normal  location  of  the  seat  thereof  in 
Harrisburg,  Dauphin  County,  Pennsylvania,  the  Governor  shall,  as  often  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
situation  require,  by  proclamation,  declare  an  emergency  temporary  location,  or  locations,  for  the 
seat  of  government  at  such  place,  or  places,  within  or  without  this  Commonwealth  as  he  may  deem 
advisable  under  the  circumstances,  and  shall  take  such  action  and  issue  such  orders  as  may  be 
necessary  for  an  orderly  transition  of  the  affairs  of  State  government  to  such  emergency  temporary 
location,  or  locations.  Such  emergency  temporary  location,  or  locations,  shall  remain  as  the  seat 
of  government  until  the  Legislature  shall  by  law  establish  a new  location,  or  locations,  or  until 
the  emergency  is  declared  to  be  ended  by  the  Governor  and  the  seat  of  government  is  returned  to 
its  normal  location. 

Section  2.  During  such  time  as  the  seat  of  government  remains  at  such  emergency  temporary 
location,  or  locations,  all  official  acts  now  or  hereafter  required  by  law  to  be  performed  at  the  seat 
of  government  by  any  officer,  agency,  department  or  authority  of  this  Commonwealth,  including  the 
convening  and  meeting  of  the  Legislature  in  regular,  extraordinary,  or  emergency  session,  shall  be 
as  valid  and  binding  when  performed  at  such  emergency  temporary  location,  or  locations,  as  if  per- 
formed at  the  normal  location  of  the  seat  of  government. 

Section  3.  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall  control  and  be  supreme  in  the  event  it  shall  be 
employed,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  any  other  law  to  the  contrary  or  in  conflict  herewith. 

Section  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Approved — The  23d  day  of  October,  A.D.  1959. 


DAVID  L.  LAWRENCE 
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